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Supporting our veterans brlck -by-brick

Jraities Evans 0% evecutive direcfor
af the Kemper Cownily Chanber of
Comrmaeree, Heve she writes abond the
artging of the Kempper Cowaly Chamber
af Commieree Veterans Memorial Walk,
The betel walkway i ladd grosed the
Fewper Comaly Courthouse fa Defalb,
and eack brick {5 engraved aifh the
spate of a eeterad of the ULS. Armed
Forces

Aryoue seizhimg fo bay a brich may
gluh b thre ehpober afifcee d the
Brsiness Decwhater on Highaay 16 West
i Dhelall, or call fuanice Evans af her
affice, (BOTE T43-2754

By luanice Evans
Special 1o The Siar

In 19490, the DeKalk postmaster,
Henry Long, asked me why the
charnber of commerce had not built a
Veteran's Memarial. The chambers
board of directors was 1K percent for
the project.

Long, a Vietnam weteran, had seena
memaorial with engraved bricks in
Picayune.

O July 4, 1941, we had 5 Veterans
Farade down Main Street in DeBalb.
The 367th Maintenance Company of the
Mississippi Army Mational Guard fur-
nished jeeps and other Army vehicles
for veterans from World War 1 through
[hesert Storm.

The ground-breaking was held on
the courthouse square in downtown
[reKalb.

The Mississippd Forestry Depart-
ment gave us a grant to lindscape the
lawns, and the county and city all
worked to get the place where we are
teday — with abouwt 1000 engraved
bricks in the Kemper County Chamber
of Commerce Weterans Memorial
Walk.

When we announeed aur plans for the
wilkway, the first persen to call us was
LL5 Kege GV, “Senny”™ Monteomery, now
retired, He was =0 excited and always
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Juanice Evana sakl the
mernonal walkwsy in Dekalb
honiors vaterans, both young
and ol

“We have recaently wealcomead
e the 367th Malntenancs
Company after more than a year in
Iraq. Whilks there, they lost tao
mermbers of thelr unit, Jeshua
Lackd amd Matthew Stowall. We put
Joah's brick in the walkway and
wie willl lery Matthew’s brick as well.

“Tor quoite Harodd Crosa,
adjutant general of the Mizslzsippl
Mational Guard, ‘Each perscn in
the unit | & true e

“Joshua and Matthew gave
their Ives for all of us. Say a prayer
for the parents and family of loat
vetarame "

viery suprtive of }{unmr County.

His successor, U5 Rep. Chip Pick:
eringe, has always been with us during
our July 4th Celebration and Yeteran's
Service, Maval Adr Station Meridian com-
manders and pilots always make aar
seryice specil.
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We owe all veterans a huge debt of
for protecting the United
Stites and each person’s reedom to
cheose where they Tive, warship and

rafitude

raise thedr families.

MEMORIAL WALK

Juanice Ewans, left. and Harry Russell lay bricks to honor veterans along the Keampsr Gounty Chamber of Commerce
Wetarans Mamorial Walk on the Kemper County Courthouss squars in Delalk.

When you see veterans, tell them
hiow much you appreciabe them.

Harry HI.:IEH'E' laid almost all of the
brick in the walkway, He can tell you
something about almest everyone hon-
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pred there, Mo one could have laid the
brick with any more expertise and care
than Harry. Joe ¥YanDevender and
Freddie Gully are taking up where
Harry left off.

Craig’s coming home at last

Aaefte Hayes subanfed this
“Bragging Rights" story about her
son, gt Crayg Proaps of the
Missiadppd Army Nattonal
Graards 1AGME Aviation (Frowd,
Compuniry (7, in Merddior. Crajg
awd kis wife, Skelby, Hee i
Collfnsedlle aind ey have a
d-pear-old som, Carfer,

Craty & & Qall-time
Griardameas, bal alio sorks
furri-time af Suneoast Mobios
Pieture Compairy af Roarte Lakes
Mall. Deploved to the Surrd
Trasgle avea of Trag b Mareh
20, B ooas seleduled to retises
feonee Fieh 18

By Annefite Hayes
special to The Star
If you want to meet sormeone
whio is thoughtful, Kind and con-
sidlerate, then you should meet

my sot, Craig.

He is intelligent but would
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GOOD-NATURED

Sat. Graig Proaps’ metharn, Anmette Hayes, sayvs har son can get

along with almost anybody:

"Me is always in a pleasani mond

unless you push his button a few hundred times — and aven
then, ha is more pleasant than most pacpka | know.”

never throw it up te you, He grad-
vided s the salutatarian of West
Lauderdale High School. He
really loves being al home with
his wife and 4-year-akl son,

His son thinks his dad is the
greatest because he will gef on
the floor and play with him. He
likes cutting the grass with his
dad and washing the car. They
et an the computer together and
play games on their Playstation 2.
He says his dad is nny because
he hides chicken nugrets in his
hamburger.

Talk ahout a movie bulE, | don't
think vou coukl name ane that he
hasn't scen or doesnt know
abaut,

Well, | don't think you will
meet ton many dasds whn:n will
change the b]E nasty” dinper,
give the baby a bath and feed him,

b, without fussing, Fact is, Cruig
seldom ever fusses, He s always
in a pleasant mosd unless you
push his butten a few hundred
times — and even then, he is
mare pleasant than most peeple |
know,

(] cowrse, Craip would muoch
rather help you lipure out just
how long a ditch should e dug
anel the angle it should be made
for drainagre than to actually dig it
himscll He will cat just atout amy-
thing you put in front of him at
least once, but i you don’t foel
like cooking, he will be more than
hapgry ta walf down a bowl of pop-
corn. He has a quick wit about
him and can get along with even
the most apgravating people.

You azk me how | know? He s
still putfing up with me, his
metheer.



